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would be union against disunion, the President versus
Congress under the lead of Stevens. But politics and par-
ties have become strangely mixed. Hawley, I am appre-
hensive, leans to the Congressional policy at present, but
I trust observation and reflection will bring him right.

The true Union men who sustain the President feel that
the defeat of Hawley would be a triumph to Toucey, Sey-
mour, Eaton, and others who opposed the Government in
war and whom they, for that reason, detest, and they will
band together to support Hawley from matters of the past
rather than issues of the present. Moreover Hawley has
popular qualities. For ten years he has fought the Union
battles in our political contests and in the field, and though
he may be touched with Radicalism, he has good reasoning
faculties and a sense of right within him on which I rely.
The people have correct instincts in these matters, and I
therefore feel pretty sure he will succeed. The worst is,
should that be the case, the curse of party will claim that
it is a triumph over the Administration. No harm will
come of it, perhaps, but it is annoying and vexatious to
have results to which men have contributed turned against
themselves. But it cannot be helped. The distinction can-
not now be drawn. Parties are in a transition state.

Sumner tells me this P.M. that his committee will go
against the use of naval vessels for the French Exhibition.
This will be counter to Banks, who laid himself out largely
in this matter, and Sumner will not be grieved to have
Banks disappointed. There is obviously no special love
between these two gentlemen. They are opposites in many
respects. Banks has thought to gain popularity in this
move, which was concocted by himself and Seward, to use
naval vessels and naval appropriations for a purpose not
naval. To make their scheme appear less expensive, I am
told that General Butler has succeeded in inducing the
Secretary of the Treasury to interfere in the matter of
the Grey Jacket, condemned as prize. If so, I regret it.
McCulloch has been imposed upon. Butler is reckless,